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Application No. 09/781,061 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing of 
claims in the application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-22, 24-25, 28, 33 and 35 are cancelled. 

23. (Currently Amended) A molded s haft made by tho using 
a gas injection molding process comprising: 

gas i nj e ction mold i ng providing an elongated member having at 
least a portion which is hollow having an inside surface defining a shaft core 
and an outside surface d e fin i ng a shaft funct i ona l surface ; 

forming at least one aperture in the elongated member 
extending from the inside surface to the outside surface; 

placing at least a portion of the shaft elongated member in a 

mold; 

f il ling th e mold - w i th - a hard e nab le , mo l dablo materia l , using gas 
injection molding, flowing the a moldable material through at least a portion of 
the shaft core and the at least one aperture and forming a functional feature 
associated with the elongated member, the functional feature including at 
least one outside step extending an outside perimeter and a longitudinal 
distance and at least one inside step extending an inside perimeter and a 
longitudinal distance : 

permitting the moldable material to harden to form athe 
functional feature; and 

removing the shaft elongated member and the functional 
feature from the mold providing an assembly, the functional feature of the 
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assembly including a periphery surface having at least one surface portion 
radially spaced from at least one other surface portion and an outside 
periphery substantially oriented in a plurality of similar directions as an inside 
periphery over a longitudinal length of the functionaLfeatur e wh e r ei n the 
functional foaturo in clud e s an - outs i d e offs e t portion extending th e e ntir e 
outs i de por i motor and fo r a dictanc e a l ong a l e ngth of th e shaft and an ins i de 
offoot portion oxtonding tho ont i r e i nsid e perim e t e r and for a diotanco a l ong 
tho l ongth - of th e shaft, th e ins i d e offs e t-portion extending in a dir e ct i on awa y 
from a centor of tho ohaft coro and th e hard e n e d, mo l dablo mater i al 
oxtond i ng - from th e insid e surfac e through th e ap e rture goto , th o mater i a l 
f ormod on at loact a portion of th o outside surfac e. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The molded s haft of claim 23 
wherein gas inj e ction molding inc l udes forming th e el ongated mombor sucfe 
tbat tbe a distance from the an inside surface to tbe an outside surface along 
at l e ast-a - portion of the e l onga te d m e mb e r is substantially s imilar constant 
along a longitudinal length of the functional feature , 

27. (Currently Amended) The molded shaft of claim 23 
further comprising coating at least a portion of the periphety surface shaft 
with a material adapted to provide a frictional driving force. 

28. (Cancelled) 
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29. (Currently Amended) The molded shaft of claim 28 23 
wherein the gas injection molding e longated mombor has results in a one 
piece GenstruGt i on assembly including the elongated member and the 
moldable material . 

30. (Currently Amended) The molded shaft of claim 28 29 
wherein the el ongat e d mombor functional feature comprises a plastic. 

31. (Currently Amended) The molded shaft of claim 28 29 
wherein the olongatod mombor assembly comprises at least one of SPS, 
polycarbonate, Acetal and ABS. 

32. (Currently Amended) The molded, shaft of claim 38 29 
further comprising applying a coating app l ied to at least a portion of an 
outside surface of the el ongat e d m e mb e r assembly . 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Currently Amended) The molded shaft of claim 28 23 
wherein the molded shaft comprises at least one of a plastic, urethane, 
elastomer, and rubber. 

35. (Cancelled) 
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